THE BASICS: WHAT ARE PAYROLL TAXES?
Payroll taxes are taxes imposed on employers and employees, and are usually calculated as a percentage of the salaries that employers pay their staff.
Payroll taxes generally fall into two categories:
The first kind are taxes that employers are required to withhold from employees' wages Often covering advance payment of income tax, social security or RRB contributions
The second kind is a tax that is paid from the employer's own funds and that is directly related to employing a worker.
The charges paid by the employer usually cover the employer's funding of Railroad Retirement or the social security system, medicare, and other insurance programs. 
